PCX 



WORLD IKTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION 
International Bureau 




INTERNATIONAL AIJPUCATION PUBUSHED UNDER THE PATENT COOPERATION TREATY (PCT) 



(51) Inttrnatlonal Patent CbusttcatioD ^ : 

A61B \m% A61N im 



Al 



(11) Interoatioiial PnblicadoD Number: WO96/D0042 
(43) International PubOcadoo Date: 4 January 1996 (04.01.96) 



(21) International AppUcation Number: PCmJS9S/080l2 

(22) International Filing Date: 23 June 199$ (23.06.95) 



(30) Priority Data: 
08/265.459 
08/272.162 
08/286.862 
08/319373 



24 June 1994(24.06.94) US 

7 July 1994 (07.07.94) US 

4 August 1994 (04.08.94) US 

6 Febfuaiy 1995 (06.02.95) US 



( 60) Parent Applications or Grants 
(63) Related by Continuation 
US 

Filed on 
US 

Bled on 
US 

Filed on 
US 

Filed on 



08/265,459 (OP) 
24 June 1994(24.06.94) 
08/272.162 (OP) 
7 July 1994 (07.07.94) 
08/286.862 (OP) 
4 August 1994 (04.08.94) 
08/319.373 (CIP) 
6 Febniary 1995 (06.02.95) 



(71) Applicant {for all designated States except US): VIDACARE 
INIERNATIONAL [US/US); 1681 Austin Avenue. Los 
Atos. CA 94024 (US). 



(71)(72) Applicants and Inventors: EDWARDS, Siuan, D. 
[US/USJ; 1681 Austin Avenue, IjOS Altos, CA 94024 
(US). SHARKEY, Hugh. R. [US/US]; 935 Cofricme Point 
Drive. Redwood Shorn, CA 94065 (US). BAKER, James 
(USOJSl; 4292-P wnWe Way, Palo Alto. CA 94306 (US). 
JONES, Chris [US/US]; 3065 Qttet Road, Palo Alto, CA 
94303 (US). LEE, Kec, S. (US/USJ; 415 Noithavcn Drive, 
Daly aty» CA 94015 (US). SOMMER, PhOlqy (US/US); 
7811 Kazdnut Drive, Newaric, CA 94560 (US). STRUU 
Brono (US/US); 918 Bautista Coun, Palo Alto, CA 94303 
(USX 

(74) Agents: WETTZ, David. I. et al.; Haynes A Davis. Suite 31<X 
2180 Sand HiU Road, Menlo Paric CA 94025-6935 (US). 



(81) Designated States: AM. AT, AU. BB. BG. BR, BY, CA, CH, 
CN, CZ. DE. DK. EE. ES, FI. GB. (JE. HU, IS, JP, KE. 
KG. KP, KR, KZ, UC LR. LT, LU, LV, MD, MO, MN, 
MW, MX, NO, NZ. PL, FT, RO. RU, SD, SE, SG, SI, SK. 
TJ, TT, UA, UG, US, UZ, VN, European patent (AT, BE, 
CH, DE, DK. ES, FR. GB, GR, IE, IT, LU, MC NU FT, 
SB), OAPI patent (BF, BJ. CF. CG. CI, CM, GA, GN, ML, 
MR. NE, SN, TD, TG). ARIPO patent (KE, MW, SD, SZ, 
UG). 



Pubiidied 

With international seardt report, 

Brfcre Ut€ expiration of the time limit for amending the 
claims and to be repitbUshed in Ote event of ike receipt of 



(54)TUle: THIN LAYER ABLATION APPARATUS 
(57) Abstract 

An apparatus for aUating an inner layer in an organ 
or hnnen of a body, or any desired thin layer. The aUation 
apparatus inchides a balloon-Iike eiqpandable member (12) 
(the balloon hereinafter) having an interior section for 
boosing an etectxolytic solution, a confonning member 
^) made of a material such as a resiliem foam rubber 
(the foam rubber hereinafter). Capable of substantially 
omfonnxng to a poition of the inner layer of the organ. 
The foam rubber delivering the electrolytic sohidon housed 
within the balloon to the inner layer of the organ, one 
or more electrodes (39, 41) positiooed in or on die foam 
robber for delivering RF energy to the inner layer of 
the organ, an electrical connector device connecting the 
one or more electrodes to an RF energy source and 
an electrolytic sohidon deliveiy tobe for delivering the 
electrolytic sohition fiom the ekctn^ytic solutioo source 

to die baUoon. Ihe apparatus may also techide a feedbadc . . , 

device whidi monitors a chaiacteristic of the inner layer and, in response, controb the delivery of RF energy to the one mor e eject rodes. 
The one or more electrodes may be positioned m or on the foam rubber for delivering RF energy to d» inner Uyer of die or^ ^ 
electrode inchiding an insulator famed cm a surface of the electrode. The foam rubber may also include "noo*-zooe areas wiAa first 
pofosity rate for ddiveriog electrolytic solution to dte inner layer and zone areas lot housing an electrode and electrolytic sc^oOon, mc tone 
TOBS havhig a second pofosity rate flu4 is less tfian Ae first porostt^ 
at a slower rate tfiandiiough die non>2one areas. Tlw •""tion apparatus may ato indu^ 

and die foam rubber, die membrane adapted to receive die electrode sohidon from die balloon and dehver die electrolytic sotatkm to the 
foam rubber. 
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THIN LAYER ABLATION APPARATUS 

BACKGROUND OF THE tMN/FMnnN 
Relationship to Copendino Application 
5 This application is a continuation of U.S. Patent Application Serial 

No. 08/319,373 entitled Th:n Layer Ablation Apparatus" by Baker, et al, 
filed October 6, 1994, which is a continuation-in-part of U.S. Patent 
Application Serial No. 09/286,862 entitled "Thin Layer Ablation Apparatus" 
by Edwards, et ai, filed August 4, 1994, which is a continuation-in-part of 
10 U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 08/272,162 entitied "Thin Layer Ablation 
Apparatus" by Edwards, et al, filed July 7, 1994, which is a continuationnn- 
part of U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 08/265,459 entitied Thin Layer 
Ablation Apparatus" by Edwards, filed June 24, 1994, ail of which are 
incorporated by reference. 

15 

FigMpftt>9 Invgntjon 

This invention relates generally to an ablation apparatus for the 
selective ablation of the inner layers of body organs or lumens, and more 
particularly, to an ablation apparatus which Includes an expandable 
member housing a heated electrolytic solution. 

Description of Related Art 

There are a number of body organs and lumeris. including but not 
limited to the uterus, gall bladder, large intestine and the like, that have 
inner layers which have abnormal conditions. Traditional methods of 
tn^atment have included removal of the body organ to treat the abnormal 
condition, the use of lasers, and the application of a themnal source. 

A diseased condition of the uterus, menorrhagia, is defined as 
excessive menstrual bleeding In the absence of organic pathology. It has 
no known aetiology and it has been postulated that it is due to an 
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inappropriat exposure of the endometrium to homiones. Menorriiagia is 
an exceedingly common problem, typically comprising appr ximately one 
in five outpatient referrals to gynecological departments. Women suffering 
severe menorrhagia are at risk from chronic anemia. The first treatment 
5 employed may be the administration of drug therapy. A major 

disadvantage is the need to administer drugs long temn. and frequently the 
beneficial effects are only temporary. Another treatment is hysterectomy. 

A number of physical and chemical methods have been tried as 
altematives to hysterectomy, including the use of superheated steam, 

10 cryotherapy^ urea injection and radium packing. The most commonly used 

methods as an aKemative to hysterectomy are, ablation of the 
endometrium either by using a laser, such as a Nd: YAG laser, or the use 
of RF energy applied with an electrode. 

Laser treatments have provided only limited success. RF is an 

15 attractive alternative, in RF heating, a conductive probe is placed within 

the uterine cavity and an insulated ground-plane electrode or beR is placed 
around the patients nvdriff. RF energy is applied to the themral probe with 
the external belt electrode acting as the return arm of the circuit. The 
electrical toad presented by the RF thermal probe, patient and external 

20 belt is rriatched to the output of the RF generator via a tuning unit to form 

a series resonant circuit Once tuned, the majority of the power applied to 
the probe is deposited into the endometrium as heat 

Current Haws primarily capacitivety, and an etectric fiekl is set up 
around the active tip of the probe. Tissue lying within the fieM becomes 

25 heated because of rapM oscillation of charged partk:les and locally induced 

currents. 

Prior, et al. reported on the use of RF to treat menorrhagia. Power 
at 27 • 12 MHz was delivered to a probe that was placed into the uterine 
cavity and capacitivety coupled to a second electrode consisting of a belt 
30 placed around the patient Prior, et al., int J Hvperthemnia. 7:2 213-220 
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(1990). The activ t ctrode was a 10 mm diameter stainless-steel 
cylind r with a I ngth of 70 mm. This method, however, did not adequat iy 
deliver RF energy to th entire endom trium. Because th endom trium 
has an irregular surface, it is difficult to deliver sufficient RF energy to the 
5 entire structure to effectively treat menon^agta. 

It is desirable to have dose contact between the RF conductive face 
and the endometrium. In U.S. Patent No. 5,277,201 , an electroconductive, 
expandable balloon is expanded into the interior of the uterus and effects 
electrical contact with ttie endometrial lining to be destroyed. The device, 
10 however, fails to provide sufficient physical contact with the enfire 

endometrium. As a result, treatment of the endometrial lining is not 
complete. Not only is the physical contact with the endometrium 
unsatisfactory, a more effiective delivery of RF energy to the endometrium 
is also needed. 

15 There is a need for an RF ablation apparatus that provides more 

suitable conformation with a lining of a body organ, such as the 
endometrium of the uterus. There is also a need for the effective delivery 
of RF energy to the endometrium as well as other interior layers of body 
organs. 

20 There is also a need for an ablation device for the endometrium 

which includes a feedback mechanism that is responsive to detected 
characteristics of the endometrium, and the delivered RF selecteble 
distributed energy is adjusted in response to the feedback. 

There is also need for an ablation d6vk:e which provides controlled 

25 and selecteble distributed energy to a selected tissue site, such as the 

endometrium. 

There is also a need for an RF ablation apparatus, with an open 
foam cell structure surrounding an expandable member, that includes 
zones of semi-trapped electrolytic solution adjacent to etectrodes, with a 
30 zone porosity that is less than non-zone sections of the open foam cell 
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foam where there areni electrodes. Additionally, there is a need for an 
ablation device which provides a heated electrolytic solution in the 
expandable member that is delivered to the inner lay r of a body organ or 
iumen. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTtON 

Accordingly, an object of the invention is to provide an ablation 
apparatus suitable for Interior thin walled areas of body organs. 

Another object of the invention is to provide an ablation apparatus 
that effectively conforms to the shape of the interior of a body organ. 

Yet another object of the invention is to provide an ablation 
apparatus with the confomning member that effectively confomns to the 
shape of the interior of a body organ or lumen, and delivers heated 
electrolytic solution to a target tissue site. 

Still a further object of the invention is to provide an ablation 
apparatus that includes a plurality of electrodes posifioned in the 
conforming member, and heated electrolytic solution is passed from an 
Interior of an exparKlable member surrounded by the confonming member 
to the inner lining of an organ or lumen in order to reduce the amount of 
time required for ablation. 

A further object of the invention is to provide an ablation apparatus 
with expanded electrodes by positioning the electrodes in zones of the 
conforming member with a lower porosity than non-zone areas of the 
conforming member. Within the zones are pockets of semi-trapped 
electroiytk: solution that increase the size of the electrode. 

Yet another object of the invention is to provide an ablation 
apparatus that includes a flexible circuit. 

Still a further object of the Invention is to provide an ablation 
apparatus that includes an electrode positioned between first and second 
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fluid conduits that surround an expandable member h using an lectrolytic 

i 

fluid. 

Anoth r object of the invention is to provid an ablation apparatus 
that includes a plurality of electrodes, each with an insulator surrounding 
5 a portion of the electrode, to provide for the selectable distribution of RF 

energy to a desired surface. 

Yet another object of the invention is to provide an ablation 
apparatus that provides selectable delivery of RF energy to a tissue site* 
and includes a feedback device in response to a detected characteristic of 
10 the tissue site. 

Still a further object of tiie invention is to provide an ablation 
apparatus that evenly distributes energy to ttie endonietrium, and includes 
a feedback devk:e to monitor impedance and temperature at the 
endometrium. 

1 5 Another object of the invention is to provkle an ablation apparatus 

that includes a feedback devk:e in response to a detected characteristic of 
the endometrium, as well as one or more ultrasound transducers. 

Another object of the invention is to provide an ablation apparatus 
that includes a feedback device for ttie controlled and selectable delivery 

20 of RF energy to the endometrium, where tiie impedance or a temperature 

profile of the endometrium is monitored. 

A further object of the invention is to provkle an ablation apparatus 
witti a feedback devk:e fertile selectable delivery of RF eriergy. where tiie 
apparatus includes electrodes wtth insulators that are fbmned on a portion 

25 of each electrode for the even delivery of RF energy to a selected tissue 

site. 

Still a furttier object of the invention is to provkle an ablation 
apparatus that releases heated electrolytic solution to the endometrium, 
selectively distilbutes energy to the endometrium and includes a feedback 
30 device to monitor impedance and temperature at the endometrium. 
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Still a further object of the invention Is to provide an ablation 
apparatus that includes a feedback devic in lesponse to a d tected 
characteristic of the ndom trium and th feedback provkies a controlled 
defivery of RF energy to the endonretrium. 

Another object of the invention is to provide an ablation apparatus 
including a conforming member made of a foam type substance. 

A further object of the invention is to provWe an ablatton apparatus 
with a feedback devk» for the controlled delivery of RF energy, and the 
apparatus includes a confomiing member made of a foam type substance. 

Stai a further object of the Invention is to provkJe an ablatton 
^paratus that includes a micrc^rous membrane. 

Still a further object of the invention is to provkJe an ablatton 
apparatus with a feedback for the controlled delivery of RF energy where 
the apparatus includes a microporous membrane. 

Still a further object of the invention is to provkle an ablatk>n 
apparatus that positions electrodes with insulators between two foam 
structures to provkJe for the selectable distributkxi of RF energy to a 
desired tissue site. 

Yet another object of the inventkMi is to provkJe an ablatkm 
apparatus that includes a printed circuit. 

Still a further object of the invention is to provkle an ablation 
apparatus ttiat includes a printed circuit whfch monitors impedance, 
temperature, circuit continuity, and is capable of muRlpiexing. 

Yet anottier ot>ject of the invention is to provkie an ablation 
apparatus witfi an expandable member, such as a balloon, which houses 
an electrolytic solution that selectively fkiws out of an interfor of the baltoon 
ahd is delivered to a desired tissue site. 

These and other objects are achieved witti an ablation apparatus for 
ablating an inner layer in an organ or a lumen of the body. The ablation 
apparatus includes an expandable member having an interior section for 
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housing an iectrolytic solutton, a conforming member made of a material 
capable of substantially confonntng to a portion of the inner layer of th 
organ, the confomning member delivering the electrolytic solution housed 
within the expandable member to the inner layer of the organ, one or more 
electrodes positioned in or on the conforming meml)er for delivering RF 
energy to the inner layer of the organ, an electrical connector device 
connecting the one or more electrodes to an RF energy source and an 
electrolytic solution delivery tube for delivering the electrolytic solution from 
the electrolytic solution source to the expandable member. 

The apparatus may also include a feedback device which monitors 
a characteristic of the inner layer and, in response, controls the delivery of 
RF energy to the one or more electrodes. The one or more electrodes may 
be positioned in or on the confomning member for delivering RF energy to 
the inner layer of the organ, each electrode including an insulator fonmed 
on a surface of the electrode. The conforming member may also include 
non-zone areas with a first porosity rate for deTivering electrolytic solution 
to the inner layer and zone areas for housing an electrode and electrolytic 
solution, the zone areas having a second porosity rate that is less than the 
first porosity rate such that the electrolytic solution passes through the 
zone areas at a slower rate than through the non-zone areas. The 
apparatus may also include a membrane positioned between the 
expandable member and the confonning member, the membrane adapted 
to receive the electrolytic solution from the expandable member and deliver 
the electrolytic solution to the conforming member 

The expandable member may include a plurality of apertures 
through which the electrolytic solution flows from the expandable member. 
The expandable member may also be formed of a nonporous material. 
The expandable member may be positioned within the conforming 
member. The expandable member may be expanded mechanically and 
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may be form dof anonporousmat rial. Th confomitng member may be 
tormed of a foam or an insulating material. 

The confonming memb r may be made of an open ceil material. 

The one or more electrodes may be multiplexed. The one or more 
electrodes may fomi a flexible circuit. The one or more electrodes may 
form a printed circuit that is multiplexed. The printed circuit may include a 
plurality of segments. The electrodes may be positioned on a support 
memt)er. 

The feedback device may monitor the impedance or temperature of 
the inner layer at a portion of the inner layer. The feedback device can 
include a controller and/or a multiplexer. 

In one embodiment of the invention, the ablatfon apparatus includes 
an expandable member, made of a nuiterial with a porous ext^r surface. 
A heated electrolytic solution is housed in an interior of the expandable 
member and is released through the porous exterior surfoce. A conforming 
member, with a conductive surface, and a back skle in a sunt)unding 
relatfonship to the expandable member, is made of a material that provkies 
substantial confomiity between the conductive surfece and ttie inner layer 
of the organ or lumen. Heated electrolytic solution is received from the 
interior of the expandable memt)er, and delivered through the flukJ conduit 
to the inner layer. A plurality of electrodes are positioned t)etween the 
expandable member and the flukl conduit An RF power source is coupled 
to the plurality of electrodes. Also included is a device for heating the 
electrolytic solution to a selected temperature. 

The confomning member, also called a fluid conduit, is made of an 
open cell material. The zone areas have less open cells than the non-zone 
areas. Electrolytic solution in the zones, and the associated electrodes, 
effectively form larger electrodes. Two pieces of open cell foam can be 
sealed together to form the conforming member, with one or more 
electrodes positioned between the two pieces. Sealing of the two pieces 
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of Op n cell foam can be in th non-zone areas. Alt matively. the two 
pieces can sealed in the zone areas, and around the periphery of th 
confonning member A groundpad can b attached to an xterior surface 
of a patient. 

The ablation apparatus can also include an electrolytic solution 
source, and a fluid delivery device for delivering the electrolytic solution 
from the electrolytic solution source to the interior of the expandable 
meniber. A device for heating the electrolytic solution can be associated 
with the electrolytic solution source. In this embodiment heated electrolytic 
solution is introduced into the interior of the expandable member 
Altemativeiy, the device for heating ttie electrolytic solution can be 
positioned in the interior of the expandable member Additionally, a 
feedback device can be included that is responsive to a detected 
characteristic of the inner layer and provides a controlled delivery of RF 
energy to the plurality of electrodes. 

In an alternate emtKxJiment, tiie conforming member is formed of a 
first and a second fluid conduit surrounding the expandable nnemt>er 
According to tfiis embodiment, tiie first fluid conduit surrounds the exterior 
of the expandable member The first fluid conduit provides delivery of 
electrolytic solution from the expandable member A second fluid conduit 
surrounds the first fluid conduit The second conduit is made of a material 
that provides substantial conformity between the conductive surface and 
a shape of the inner layer of the organ. The second fluid conduit delivers 
electrolytic scriution from tiie first fluid conduit to the inner layer A plurality 
of electrodes are positioned between the first and second conduits. By 
positioning the electrodes between the first and second fluid conduits, 
energy delivery from the electrodes to the inner layer is selectable. It is 
selectable in that the energy can be distributed evenly over the target 
surface, and ene^y delivery can be variable, depending on the condition 
of the selected tissue site. 
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The el ctrodes can be positioned on a support member. 
Additionaiiy» the electrodes can form a flexible circuit made of a plurality of 
segments. The lectrodes can be a printed circuit, or a plurality of 
individual electrodes. The expandable member can be expanded within 
5 the interior of a selected organ mechantcally. or by introducing a fluid, such 

as an electrolytic solution, into its interior. In one embodiment, the 
expandable memt)er is a baHoon. 

The first fluid conduit can be made of a foam. The second fluid 
conduit is made of a material that provides substantial confonmity between 

10 the conductive surface' and the inner layer of the organ t>eing ablated. The 

second fluid conduit is preferably made of a foam. 

In one enribodiment, the second fluid conduit has non-zone sections 
with a second rate of porosity for delivering electrolytic solution to the inner 
layer. The second fluid conduit also includes zones for housing the 

1 5 electrodes and electroiyfic solution. The zones, with the electrodes, have 

a second porosity rate that is less than the first porosity rate, and 
electrolytic solution passes through the zone at a slower rate than 
electrolytic solution passing through non-zone areas of the confomning 
member. The second fluid conduit has an RF conductive surface and a 

20 back side in surrounding relationship to the exterior surface of ttie 

expandable member. An RF power source is coupled to the electrode. 

In another embodiment of the invention, the ablation apparatus 
includes an expandable member, made of a material with a porous exterior 
surface. A heated electrolytic solution is housed in an interior of the 

25 expandabte member and is released through the porous exterior surface. 

A fluid conduit, with a conductive surface, and a back skle in a surrounding 
relationship to the expandable member, is made of a material that provides 
substential conformity between the conductive surfoce and ttie inner layer 
of the organ or lumen. Heated eiectrolytk: solutfon is received from the 

30 interior of the expandable member, and delivered through the fluid conduit 

10 
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to the inn r layer. A plurality of electrodes are postti ned between the 
xpandable member and the fluid conduit An RF power source is coupled 
to the plurality of lectrodes. Ateo included is a device for h ating the 
electrolytic solution to a selected temperature. 

The fluid conduit can be made of an open cell material. The zone 
areas have less open cells than the non-zone areas. Electrolytic solution 
in the zones, and the associated electrodes, effectively form larger 
electrodes. Two pieces of open cell foam can be sealed together to form 
the conforming member, with one or more electrodes positioned between 
the two pieces. Sealing of the two pieces of open cell foam can be in the 
non-zone areas. AHemativety, the two pieces can sealed in the zone 
areas, and around the periphery of the conforming menr^r. A groundpad 
can be attached to an exterior surface of a patient 

The ablation apparatus can also include an eiectrdytic solution 
source, and a fluid delivery device for delivering the electrolytic solution 
from the electrolytic solution source to the interior of the expandable 
member. A device for heating the electrolytic solution can be associated 
with the electrolytic solution source. In this embodiment, heated electrolytic 
solution is introduced into the interior of the expandable member. 
Alternatively, the device for heating the electrolytic solution can be 
positioned in the interior of the expandable member. 

Optionally, a feedback device can be included that is responsive to 
a detected characteristic of ttie* inner layer and provides a controlled 
delivery of RF energy to the plurality of electrodes. In response to the 
detected characteristics, the ablation device then provides a controlled 
deHvery of RF energy to the electrodes or segments of the circuit Various 
detected characteristics include, impedance of a segment of the inner 
layer, .and a temperature profile of the inner layer at a segment The 
feedback device can include a controller and a multiplexer. With the 



11 



wo 96/00042 



PCTAJS95/08012 



multiplex r. individual electrodes or flexible circuit segments are 
multiplexed. 

In one embodiment, the expandable m mber is a balloon, and the 
first and second conduits are made of an open cell foam* Additionally, the 
foam material of the conforming member is particularly pliabie and suitable 
for confomriing to the inner layer, and achieves an effective ablation of ail 
or a part of the inner layer even when the inner layer has a very irregular 
surface. 

The feedback device may be used to detect impedance or a 
temperature profile of the inner layer at the electrodes or a segment of the 
circuit. The amount of delivered RF energy may be adjusted according to 
the detected impedance or temperature profile. Additionally included in the 
conforming member is one or more ultrasound transducers. 

The conforming member provides a conductive surfoce that 
conforms to surfaces that have irregular shapes and with the feedback 
device, a controlled delivery of RF energy ^ delivered to the endometrium. 
The combinations of partially insulated electrodes positioned between the 
two fluki conduits provkies for a selectable, even, non-direct delivery of RF 
energy. Thus, RF energy can be effectively delivered to Irregular surfaces. 
The feedback device provides controlled delivery of RF energy based on 
detected characteristics of the endometrium. The ablation apparatus is 
multiplexed between different electrodes or circuit segments of the flexible 
circuit 

The flow rate of electrolyte solution leaving the baltoon, including 
but not limited to saline solution, may be adjusted arid depends on the 
pressure applied by the electrolytic solution to the balk>on, typteally caused 
by increasing or decreasing the amount of electrolytic solution in the 
balloon. The membrane is microporous, and the conforming memt>er» 
whk:h typically is a layer of a foam type material, botti provMe a controlled 
flow of electrolytic solution to ttie inner wall of ttie body organ. Additionally, 
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the foam material of the confomiing member is particularly pliable and 
suitable for conforming to the inner wall, and achieves an effective abtati n 
of all or a part of the inner wall ev n when it has a v ry irregular surface. 
The ablation apparatus of the invention is suitable for ablating a 
5 variety of surfaces of body organs including but not limited to the 

eruiometrium of the uterus. 

PgSCRIPTIQN OF THE DRAWINGS 
Figure 1(a) is a perspective view of an ^tatbn apparatus of the 
invention housed in an introducer sleeve and Includes viewing optics. 
10 Figure 1(b) is a perspective view of an ablation apparatus of the 

invention in a non-deployed position as the introducer sleeve is withdrawn. 

Figure 1(c) is a perspective view of an ablation apparatus of the 
invention in a deployed position. 

Figure 2 is a perspective view of a handle associated with the 
15 ablation apparatus of the invention. 

Figure 3 is a representative block diagram of the invention showing 
the yght RF, ultrasound and electrolytic sources and their relationships to 
the expandable member. 

Figure 4 is a flow chart listing the operation of the ablation apparatus 
20 of the invention. 

Figure 5(a) is a cross-sectional view of the ablation apparatus of the 
invention, illustrating the zone and non-zone sections of the conforming 
member. 

Figure 5(b) is a cross-sectional view of ttie ablation apparatus of the 
25 invention with an expandable device surrourxied by a conforming member. 

Figure 5(c) is a perspective view of the ablative effect of electrodes 
positioned on a balloon wittiout an insulator. 

Figure 5(d) is a cross-sectional view of the ablation apparatus of ttie 
invention with a porous membrane positioned between one skle of an 
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xpandabie device and a conforming foam structure that is postti ned 
adjacent to an inn r layer of an organ. 

Figure 5(e) is a cross-section view of an ablation apparatus of th 
invention and includes a core lumen that houses illumination and viewing 
optical fibers, fluid conduits and sensor and electronic cabling. 

Figure 6(a) is a cross-sectional view of the conforming member 
made of an open cell foam material. Two pieces of foam are sealed to 
create a zone, or pocket, of electrolytic solution around an RF electrode. 

Figure 6(b) is a cross-sectional view of the conforming member 
made of an open cell foam material. Two pieces of foam are sealed at the 
etedrode, creating a zone that comprises an RF electrode and electrolytic 
solution which remains in the zone a longer time than the electrolytic 
solution in non-zone regions of the confomning member. 

Figure 6(c) is a cross-sectional view of two layers of an open cell 
foam that are jointed with an RF electrode disposed between the two 
layers, forming a zone. The zone has a lower porosity rate than non-zone 
areas. Included in the zone is electrolytic solution, which together with the 
RF electrode create a larger electrode. 

Figure 7 is a graph and table of measured temperatures of zone and 
adjacent non-zone sections of the ablation apparatus illustrated in Figure 
6(a) 

Figure 8 is a graph and table of measured temperatures of zone and 
adjacent non-zone sections of the ablation apparatus illustrated in Figure 
6(b). 

Figure 9 is a cross-sectional view of a multiplicity of zones in the 
confbnming member. 

Figure 10 is a perspective view of a plurality of electrodes that 
comprise a flexible circuit in the interior of the confonming member 

Figure 11 is a perspective view of the ablation apparatus of the 
invention, with the flexible circuit positioned adjacent to an interior side of 
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the conforming mernber. In this figure, th insulator has been removed for 
ease of viewing the flexible circuit. 

Figure 12 is a cross-section view of the ablation apparatus of the 
invention, with the flexible or printed circuit positioned adjacent to an 
5 interior side of the confonfning member, a plurality of conductive filaments 

temg disposed in the conforming member. 

Figure 13 is a perspective view of one of the segments of the 
flexible circuit shown in Figure 9. 

Rgure 14 is a cross-sectional view of the introducer sheath 
10 associated with the expandable member of the invention. Housed in the 

introducer sheath are viewing and Rumination fHaers, a tension wire, an RF 
cable, an ultrasound cable and an electrolytic solution tube. 

Figure 15 is a cross-sectional diagram illustrating the relative 
posifoning of the flexible circuit of the invention in the uterus. 
15 Figure 16 is a block diagram of an ablation apparatus of the 

invention that includes a. controller and multiplexer. 

Figure 17 is a block diagram of one embodiment of a system for 
processing outputs from ttie temperature sensors and ultrasound 
transducers. 



20 DFTAILED DESCRIPTION OF THF PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

An ablation apparatus 10 of the invention is aiustrated in Figwes 
1(a). 1(b) and 1(c) and includes an expandable member 12 tttal is 
introduced into a desired body orgm or lumen through an introducer 
sleeve 14 which can be attached to a handpiece such as the handpiece 16 

25 illustrated in Figure 2. in one embodiment of ttie invention, expandable 

member 12 is a baltoon. but it wHI be appreciated ttiat ottier devnes 
capable of being in confined non-deployed stales, dimng their introduction 
into the desired body organ or lumen, and thereafter expanded to deptoyed 
states, can be utilized. 
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ExpandabI m mb r 12 is rolled or fold d around a cor lumen 15 
whichcancontainoptics. fluid paths, sensor and lectrontc cabling. It can 
be attached to a ratchet hinge 18 which imparts movement of expandable 
member 12 when it is in a body organ or lumen. Abbtion apparatus 10 can 
generally be rolled or folded around a helical type of etongated structure in 
order to provide a wringing type of motion to assist In its removal from the 
body organ or lumen. 

Expandable member 12 is introduced through introducer sleeve 14 
in a folded^ or nonnJistended configuration. Introducer sleeve 14 can be 
of different cross-sectional sizes. In one embodiment, it is small enough 
to be introduced into the cervix under local anaesthesia, and can t>e on the 
order of about 5 mm or less in diameter. 

Fomned spring wires can be included in expandable member 12 to 
asstet in opening it to the deployed position. Positioned on core lumen 15 
are a variety of actuators which provide physician control of ablation 
apparatus 10, as more fully described hereafter. The actuators can be 
rocker switches; slider switdies and^the like, as are weH known to thc^ 
skilled in the art. Ablation apparatus 10 is suffk:ientiy opaque that it is 
visible under ultrasound. 

Introducer sleeve 14 is introduced into the desired organ or body 
lumen, as shown in Figure 1(a), with expandable member 12 in a non- 
deployed configuration. Following introduction, introducer sleeve 14 is 
withdrawn and can be retracted into core lumen 15. Introducer sleeve 14 
can be of conventtonal design, such as an introducing catheter, well known 
to those skilled in the art. Expandable member 12 can be swept from skle 
to Side, whteh movement can be imparted by hinge 18. Hinge 18 also 
provkies for easy introduction of ablatfon apparatus 10 throiqh the vagina, 
and into the cervix and uterus. 

Generally, ablation apparatus 10 can be a monopolar or bipolar 
electrode system. It is capable of expanding so that expandable member 
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12 becomes expanded within a selected body organ or lumen, and RF 
energy is delivered to an inner lining of th organ or lumen. RF and 
thenmal nergy are passed through the inner lining or surface for a time 
period selected that is sufficient to achieve a desired level of ablation. This 
varies depending on the body organ or lumen. In a monopolar mode RF 
cun'ent flows through body tissue from a return electrode, in the forni of a 
conductive pad, applied to the patient's outer skin. Maximum heating 
occurs where the current density is the greatest. 

In one embodinrient of the invention, the body organ Is the uterus, 
and the lining is the endometrium, it will be appredated that the present 
invention is not limited to the endometrium of the uterus and that other 
organs, including but not limited to the general field of gynecology, can also 
be treated with the invention. 

Electric current flowing through the endometrium causes heating 
due to resistance of the tissue. Endometrial ablation can be accomplished 
as a relatively simpiemedical procedure with local anesthesia. 

Refening now to Figures 2 and 3, a rocker switch 60 operates the 
rotation and viewing of viewing optics 46, as well as the movement of the 
flexS)le scope. A sfider switch 62 controls movement of introducer sleeve 
14. Rocker switch 64 is associated with tension wire 48. It is activated to 
cause hinge 18 to phrot and impart mechank:al movmient to expandable 
member 12. Rocker switch 66 is operated by the physician to control the 
delivery, and in certein instances, the amount of RF energy from a suiteble 
RF energy source 68. Rocker switch 70 controls the ftow of eiedrolytk: 
solution to and from expandable member 12 to an electroiytte solutton 
source 72. Finally, a switch 74 is associated with ultrasound transducers 
58. It will be appreciated that a vkjeo camera system can be associated 
with handle 16. 

Further with regard to Figure 3, an optk:al system 76 can include a 
light source, associated illumination and imaging fit}ers 44, which can be 



17 



96AKMM2 



PCT/US95A»012 



in the form of a flexible endoscope, and associated sw«lch 60 that operates 
the rotation and viewng of viewirtng optics 46. Optical syst m 76 can also 
include an output going to a VCR, cam ra. and the like, and a feedback 
output to RF source 68 and a controller 78. RF energy source 68 can 
incorporate a controller, as well as both temperature and impedance 
monitoring devices. 

Also Included may be an electrolytic solution source 72 with a 
pump/pressure flow control device 80. as is well known to those skilled In 
the art Also included may be a heating device 82. for heating the 
electrolytks solutksn. is associated with electrolytic solution source 72. or it 
can be positioned in expandable member 12. Suitable heating devices 
include but are not limited to coHs. bipolar electrodes, catalysts, and other 
devtees. as are weO known to tiiose skilled in the art An ultrasound source 
84 may also be coupled to one or more ultrasound transducers 58 that are 
positioned in or onconfomiing member 20. UMiasound transducers 58 can 
be positioned apart from conforming member 20. An output is associated 
with ultrasound source 84 and RF energy source 68. 

Each ultrasound transducer 58 can include a piezoelectric crystal 
mounted on a backing material. An ultrasound lens, fabricated on an 
electricaliy insulating material, is mounted between Une piezoelectric crystal 
and conforming member 20. The piezoetedric crystal is connected by 
electrical leads 54 to ultrasound power source 86. Each ultrasound 
transducer 58 transmits ultrasound energy through confomiing member 20 
into adjacent tissue. Ultrasound transducers 58 can be in ttie fonn of an 
imaging probe such as Model 21362. mahufachired and soW by Hewlett 
Packard Company. Pato Alto, CaBfomia. 

Figure 4 Is a ftow chart iHustrating one embodiment of ttie opeiatkm 
ofablation apparatus 10. In tills embodiment, ablation apparatus 10 Is fkst 
introduced into ttie uterus under tocal anaesthesia. Introducer sleeve 14 
is then wittidrawn. and expandable member 12 Is expanded. eHher 
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mechanically, with the introducti n of a fluid or gaseous expanding 
medium, such as an electrolytic solution, or a combination of both. For this 
purpose formed spring wires can be used alon or in combination with a 
fluid to expand expandable member 12. Electrolytic solution is introduced 

S into expandable member 12, causing it to become distended and be self* 

retained in the uterus. 

Electrolytic solution in expandable member 12 is heated to a pre- 
selected temperature, which can be modified and adjusted as necessary. 
For example, electrolytic solution can be heated and maintained at a 

10 temperature between about 60 to 90 degrees C. It can be initially 

introduced into expandable member 12 at ttie higher temperature, or it can 
be heated to the higher temperature in expandable member 12. By 
providing a heated electrolytic, solution, there is a reduction in the amount 
of time needed to complete a satisfactory ablation. 

15 The diagnostic phase . ttien begins. This is achieved ttirough a 

variety of mechanisms, including but not limited to. (i) visualization. 00 
measuring vnpedance to detemiine the electrical conductivity between the 
endometrium and ablation device 10 and Oii) Vtie use of ultrasound imaging 
to establish a base line for the tissue to be treated. 

20 in ttie treatinent phase, the ablation of tiie utenis can be conducted 

under feedback conti-ol. This enables ablation device 10 to be positioned 
and retained in the uterus. Treatifnent can occur witti minimal attention by 
the physician. Ablation apparatus 10 automatically confonms to the interior 
of the uterus, provides a relatively even flow of heated electrolytic solution 

25 to assist in the ablation, and a plurality of electi^odes contained in zones, 

effectively create a flexible circuit It can be multiplexed in order to treat 
ttie entin^ endometrium or only a portion. Feedbacic can be included and 
is achieved by. (i) visualization, (ii) impedance, (iii) ultra-sound or (n) 
temperature measurement. The feedt>ack mechanism permits the turning 

30 on and off of different electrodes of theflexft)le circuit in a desired abiative 
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pattern, which can b sequential from one electrode to the next, or it can 
jump around different electrodes. 

The amount of ablation can vary. However, it is desirabi to ablate 
about 2 to 3 mm. with approximately 1 mm of the myometrium. Ultrasound 
can be used to create a map of the interior of the uterus. This Information 
is input to a controller. Individual electrodes are multiplexed and 
voiumetrically controlled. If desired, the area of ablation can be 
substantially the same for each ablation event. 

Even though there are folds and crevices in the endometrium, the 
entire endometrium can be treated and selectively ablated. The selective 
ablation may be the even penetration of RF energy to the entire 
endometrium, a portion of it, or applying different levels of RF energy to 
different endometrium sites, depending on the condition of the 
endometrium. The depth of RF and thermal ene^y penetration in the 
endometrium is controlled and selectable. 

A second diagnostic phase may be included after ttie treatment is 
completed. This provides aa indication of ablation treatnwnt success, and 
whether or not a second phase of treatment, to all or only a portion of the 
uterus, now or at some tater time, should be conducted. The second 
diagnostic phase is accomplished through, (i) visualization, Cii) measuring 
impedance. (iiO ultrasound or (iv) temperature measurement 

One embodiment of ablation apparatus 10 is illustrated in Figure 
5(a). Expandable member 12 is made of a material that can be an 
insulator. For purposes of this disclosure, an insulator is a barrier to 
themial or electrical energy flow. In this embodhnent aq)andable member 
12 is substantially surrounded by a confbnnlng merriber 20 which is also 
called a fluid conduit Confomiing member 20 receives electrolytic solution 
from expandable member 12, heated or not heated, through a plurality of 
apertures 22 formed in expandable member 12, and passes it to 
confonning member 20. Expandable member 12 is made of a material VnaX 
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permits controUed delivery of the I ctrolytic solution through one or more 
distribution ports 21 . and can be made of a microporous material that does 
not include distinct apertures. 

In one embodiment ablation apparatus 10 conforms tightly with the 
interior of the uterus so that all» or almost all, of the endometrium is in 
contact with a conductive surface 24 of conforming member 20. 
Conforming member 20 is fitted into the entire uterus and expandable 
member 12 does not have to be moved about the uterus to complete the 
treatment. Alternatively, ablation apparatus 10 may not entirely fill the 
uterus, and ablation apparatus 10 is then moved about the uterus in order 
to ablate all of the endometrium, or those sections where ablation is 
desired. Selected portions of the endometrium may not be ablated, such 
as those portions close to the follopian tubes. 

Conforming member 20 is made of a material that substantially 
confomns to the surface of the endometrium. This provides better 
conformity than the nnere use of expandable memt>er 12, and the delivery 
of treatment energy to the endometrium is enhanced. 

While expandable member 12, vnth a single interior section 26, is 
preferred, it will be appreciated that expandable member 12 can be made 
of different compositions or materials, with one or more open or closed 
ceHs or chambers. The plurality of such cells or chambers can be 
compressed or configured in a small diameter for insertion, and are then 
expanded after insertion to estabfish the desired electrical contact with the 
targeted surface of the endometrium. 

Conforming member 20 is made of a material that suitably confomns 
to a surface to be ablated, and can have a thickness in the range of about 
0.01 to 2.0 cm. Conforming member 20 can be made of a foam type 
material. Suitable materials include but are not limited to, iaiitted polyester, 
continuous filament polyester, polyester-cellulose, rayon, polyamide, 
polyurethane, polyethylene, and the like. Suitable commercial foams 
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include, (i) Opcell. avallabi from Sentin I Products Corp.. Hyannis. 
Massachusetts and (ii) UltraSorb. HT 4201 or HT 4644MD from Wilshire 
Contamination Control. Carlsbad. Cafifomia. Conforming member 20 has 
characteristics that make it particularly moWable and conformable to 
5 irregular surfaces. In one embodiment, conforming member 20 is made of 

a an open cell foam, or alternatively it can be a thermoplastic film such as 
polyurethane. low density polyethylene, or may be a sHIcone rubber. 
Additionally, confonning member 20 can be capable of extruding 
conductive materials from confomiing member 20 Itself. Confomiing 
10 member 20 can be Implanted with conductive Ions, and conductive surface 

24 can be coated vwth a material that improves its conductivity. 

In an alternate embodiment illustrated In Figure 5(b). expandable 
member 12 is made of a material that is an insulator to RF energy. In this 
embodiment, expandable member 12 is substantially surrounded by a first 
15 fluid conduit 25. which in turn Is siirrounded by a second fluid conduit 27. 

the first and second fluid conduits sen/ing as a conforming member. First 
fluid conduit receives electrolytic solution from expandable member 12. 
through a plurality of apertures 29 formed in expandable member 12. and 
passes It to first fluid conduit. Expandable member 12 is made off a 
20 material that permits controlled deliveiy of the electrolytic solution, and can 

be made of a microporous material that does not include distinct apertures. 

First fluid conduit 25 can be a membrane, such as a microporous 
membrane, made of Mylar, expanded PFT such as Gortex available from 
Gore Company, and the like. As a membrane, first flukJ conduit 25 Is 
25 relatively strong, and sufficientiy heat resistant for the amount of themial 

energy that is supplied to the endometrium. As a membrane, first flukJ 
conduit 25 applies pressure, relative to the electrolytic sokition. and thus 
assists in controlling its flow rate. First fluid conduit 25 can also be made 
of a foam. 

30 First fluid conduit 25 can be a heat sealed plenum, to distribute 
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el ctroiyttc solution, if second fluid conduit 27 is made of a fbam type of 
material. It is not needed if second fluid conduit is a perforated film. In this 
embodiment, ablation apparatus 10 confonns tightly with the interior of the 
uterus so that ail. or almost ail. of the endometrium is in contact with a 
conductive surface 31 of second fluid conduit. In this case second fluid 
conduit 27 is fitted into the entire uterus and expandable member 12 does 
not have to be moved about the uterus to complete the treatnient. 
Alternatively, ablation apparatus 10 may not entirely fill the uterus and 
ablation apparatus 10 is then moved about the uterus in order to ablate all 
of the endometrium, or those sections where ablation is desired. 

The second fluid conduit 27 acts as a confbnfning member by 
substantially confomung to the surfeice of the endometrium. This provides 
better confonmity than the mere use of expandable member 12. and the 
delivery of treatment energy to the endometrium is enhanced. 

Interior section 33 contains an electrolytic solution, such as safine. 
The amount of electrolytic fluid In interior section 33 is one of the Actors for 
establishing the flow rate of electrolytic solution out of interior section 33. 
Expandable member 12 can become more pressurized by increasing the 
amount of electrolytic solution. As electrolytic fluid enters expandable 
member 12. the pressure wittiin interior section 33 increases. This 
increases the flow rate of electrolytic solution out of apertures 29. • A 
reduction in pressure will correspondingly reduce the flow rate. The 
combination of second Add conduit 27 and tiie application of the 
electrolytic solution through second fluid conduit 27 provides for effective 
delivery of RF energy to endometrium surface. 

Positioned between tiie fnst and second fluid oondints 25 and 27 is 
a plurality of electrodes that collectively can be in the form of a flexibte 
circuit, botti denoted as 37. described in greater deteil further in this 
spedfication. An insulator 39, such as nylon, polyamide. latex. Teflon and 
ttie like, is partially deposited on electrodes 37 so that a back skie of 
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second fluid conduit 27 is insulat d from the direct delivery of RF energy 
from that adjacent electrode. Insulator 39 prevents RF energy from 
electrodes 37 to pass directly from electrodes 37 through second fluid 
conduit 27. Instead. RF energy is applied indlrecBy to the endometrium, 
causing a thermal affect in the tissue. RF energy from electrodes 37 arcs 
out through first fluid conduit 25 and then through second fluid conduit 27. 
Expandable member 12 serves as a second insulator. 

Figure 5(c) illustrates the case where a plurality of electrodes 41 are 
positioned on an exterior surfece of expandable member 12. There is 
direct energy delivery to the tissue. This results in an uneven penetration 
of energy to the endometrium. There is too much ablation for those areas 
of the endometrium adjacent to an electrode 41. The problem is 
compounded as the number of electrodes 41 adjacent to the endometrium 
is increased. As previously mentioned, it has been discovered that 
insulator 39 provides an even penetration of at>lative energy. 

As illustrated in Figure 5(d), second fluid conduit 27 can be a heat 
sealed plenum tO; distribute electrolytic solution if conforming member Is 
made of a foam type of material. It is not needed if confomning member is 
a perforated film. In this embodiment, ablation apparatus 10 conforms 
tightly with the interior of the uterus so that all. or almost all, of the 
endometrium is in contact with a conductive surface 31 of second fluid 
conduit 25. In this case, expandable member 12 does not have to be 
moved about the uterus to complete the treatment Alternatively, ablation 
apparatus 10 may not entirely fill the uterus and ablation apparatus 10 is 
then moved atKHJt the uterus in order to at)iate all of the endometrium, or 
those sections where ablation is desired. 

While a balloon, with a single interfor section 33, is the preferred 
expandable member, it will be appreciated ttiat ttw expandable member 
can be made of different compositions or materials. Witt) one or more open 

or closed cells or chambers. The plurality of such cells or chambers can 
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be compressed or configured in a small diameter for insertion and are then 
expanded after insertion to establish the desired electrical contact with th 
desired surface of th endometrium. 

Interior section 33 contains a electrolytic solution, such as saline. 
S The amount of electrolytic fluid in interior section 33 is one of the Actors for 

estabfishing the flow rate of electrolytic solution out of interior section 33. 
Expandable member 12 can become more pressurized by increasing the 
amount of electrolytic solution. As electrolytic fluid enters expandable 
member 12, the pressure within interior section 33 increases. This 

10 increases the flow rate of electrolytic solution out of apertures 29. A 

reduction in pressure will correspondingly reduce the flow rate. 

First fluid conduit 25 is made of a material that suitably conforms to 
a surfoce 35 that is to be ablated and can have a thickness in the range of 
about 0.01 to 2.0 cm. First fluid conduit 25 can be made of a foam type 

1 5 material. Suitable materials include but are not limited to silicon reinforced 

natural gum rubber^ neoprene, soft gum mbber, polyurethane. and the like. 
RrstfluM conduit 25 has characteristics that make it particuiarty moldable 
and conformable to irregular surfoces. In one embodiment, first fluid 
conduit 25 is made of a an open cell foam, or alternatively it can be a 

20 thermopiastk: film such as polyurethane, bw density polyethylene, or may 

be a silicone rubt>er. Addittonalty, first fluid conduit 25 can be capable of 
extruding conductive materials from first fiukl conduit 25 itself. First fluki 
conduit 25 can be implanted with conductive bns, and conductive surfoce 
31 can be coated with a materbl that improves its conductivity. The 

25 combinktfon of first fiukl conduit 25 and the applicatfon of the electrolytic 

solution through first fluki conduit 25 provides for the effective delivery of 
RF energy to endometrium surface 35. 

Figure 5(e) illustrates another embodiment of the invention with 
expandable member 12 having a first skie 43, and a second sMe 45, the 

30 second side including a plurality of apertures 29. In this embodiment, the 
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abiativ apparatus 10 is moved about th tnt rior of th uterus 36 where 
the first Sid 43ofthedevic presses against the tnteri r surface 35 of the 
uterus. 

Figures 6(a) - 6(c) illustrate that conforming nnember 20 can be 

5 created by sealing two conforming members 20(a) and 20(b) together. In 

Figure 6(a). confonming members 20(a) and 20(b) are sealed together 
between individual electrodes 28. This creates a pocket or zone 30. Zone 
30 has a lower porosity for the flow of electrolytic solution than non*zone 
sections 32, e.g., all other sections of confomiing member 20 which do not 

10 include a zone 30 with an associated electrode 28. The porosity of non- 

zone sections 32 is greater than the porosity of zones 30. 

Electrolytic solution is released from interior 26 of expandable 
member 12 and passes through conforming member 20. The differences 
in porosity is achieved in an open cell foam, with zones 30 having less 

15 open cells than non-zone sections 32. Electrolytic solution is retained in 

zones 30 longer than in non-zone sections 32 and its temperature is 
elevated. The semi-trapped electrolytic solution in zones 30 combines with 
electrode 28 to create a larger electrode. The larger electrode produces 
RF and thermal energy to conforming memt>er 20, which is transferred to 

20 tissue through conductive surface 24. 

Electrolytic solution travels through zones 30 at a slow enough rate 
to create this larger electrode effect. The porosity of zones 30 is setected 
so that electrolytic solution rerhains in tiie respective zone 30 sufficiently 
long enough to become heated to an elevated temperature and produce 

25 the larger electrode effect. 

In Figure 6(a), confomiing members 20(a) and 20(b) are sealed In 
non-zone areas 32 and along the peripheries of 20(a) and 20(b). This 
creates a structure that, (i) conforms closely to the endometrium or other 
organ/lumen structures, (iQ effectively introduces electrolytic solution to tiie 

30 desired tissue site and (iii) with the inclusion of zones 30 witti lower 
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porosity* lectrotytic solution is elevated to a h^her temperature. Th 
result IS a greater RF and thermal effect that Is evenly applied to the tissue 
site such as the endom trium. 

Figure 6(b) illustrates conforming memt>ers 20(a) and 20(b) sealed 
at electrode 28 to aeate zone 30, and not sealed at non-zone sections 32 
except at the peripheries of confonning members 20(a) and 20(b). 

Figure 6(c) illustrates zone 30 filled with electrolytic solution which 
becomes heated to a desired elevated temperature while it remains in zone 
30. 

As an example of ablation apparatus 12, a foam patch with zones 
30 and non-zone sections 32, utilized two pieces of UltraSorb foam which 
were sealed between 0.004 inch by 0.016 inch (SST) fiat electrode wire 
with approximately 80 Q/fooL About 1.0 inch of SST wire was exposed in 
the foam. Different foam thickness were used and included, (i) 1/16 inch 
by 1/8 inch, (ii) 1/8 inch by 1/16 inch and (iii) 1/16 inch by 1/16 inch. The 
foam size was about 1 .0 inch by 1.0 inch. A retum electrode^ through a 
sheet of brassV was utilized ; A 0.9% saBne solution was utilized and placed 
in a test bath. The presoaked foam patch was iaki inskie the test bath. 
The system was energized and temperature across the path was 
monitored. Temperature Tj represented ttie temperature in the zone, while 
temperatures T, and T, represented temperatures in adjacent non-zone 
sections 32. 

The results are shown in Figures 7 and 8. Temperatures in zone 30 
were higher than temperatures in adjacent non-zone sections 32. In Figure 
7, 50 Q was connected, and tiie impedance was about 85 Q. In Figure 8, 
50 Q was connected, and the impedance was about 90 Q. 

interior 26 can contein heated electrolytic solution, such as saline. 
The amount of electrolytic fluki in interior 26 is one of the factors for 
establishing the ftow rate of electrolytic solution out of interior 26. 
Expandabte member 12 can become more pressurized by increasing the 
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amount of iectrolytic solution. As I ctrolytic fluid enters expandable 
member 12, th pressure within tnt rior 26 increases. Thisincreas sth 
flow rate of electrolytic solution out of apertur s 22. A reduction in 
pressure will correspondingly reduce the flow rate. Electrolytic solution Is 
introduced into interior 26 through fluid distribution ports 21 formed in, for 
example, core lunnen 15. or it can be introduced through a separate fluid 
conduit 

Heated electrolytic solution can be delivered from expandable 
member 12, through conforming member 20, and is then delivered to the 
tissue to be ablated. Fluid flow can be continuous or non-continuous to the 
tissue site. 

As shown in Figure 9 a flexible circuit 34 is made of individuai 
electrodes 28 in zones 30 and positioned within conforming member 20. 
Figure 10 shows individual electrodes 28, with themnocoupies, that can be 
used and multiplexed in either of monopolar or bipolar schemes. 

Referring again to Figure 9, electrodes 28 and zones 30 are capable 
of multiplexing so that only certain electrodes 28 deliver RF arKi thermal 
energy at a particular time period. Zones 30 provide individual ablative 
coverage, and delivery, for the entire conductive surface 24. In this regard, 
the plurality of zones 30 can provide ablative regions individually 
everywhere on conductive surfeice 24. 

The selectivity can be the even application of RF energy everywhere 
tt is applied to the endometrium so that the same depth of endometrium is 
ablated, or the amount of applied energy can t>e variable, depending on 
the characteristics of ttie endometrium sur^K:e. In this instance, certain 
sections of the endometrium will have more tissue ablated than other 
sections. 

Each zone 30 connects to a separate feedwire 34, with all of the 
wires going to a ribt>on connector 38. Feedwtres 34 are insulated. Each 
electrode 28 and zone 30 is wired with a constantan wire in order to 
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An operator int rface 90 includes operator controls 92 and a display 
94. Controller 78 is coupled to the imaging systems, including transducers 
58, thermal sensors 42, flexible circuit 34 (current and voltage), and 
viewing optics 46 and optical fit>ers 44. 

Current and voltage are used to calculate impedance. Temperature 
and impedance are measured and then treatment can t>egin. Preferably, 
only one electrode 28 and zone 30 ablates at a time. Diagnostics are done 
either optically or tiirough ultrasound. Diagnostics can be perfonned botti 
before ablation of the endometrium, and also after ablation as a check to 
ascertain the effectiveness of the treatment. 

Thermal sensors 42, and sensors contained wittiin RF energy 
source 68, measure voltage and current that is defivered to the 
endometrium. The output for these sensors is used by controller 78 to 
control the delivery of RF power. Controller 78 can also control 
temperature and power. An operator set level of power, and/or 
temperature, may be detennlned and this will not be exceeded. Conboiler 
78 maintains the set levels under changing conditions. The amount of RF 
and thenmai energy delivered controls the amount of power. A profite of 
power delivered can t>e incorporated in controller 78, as weH as a pre*set 
amount of energy to be delivered can also be profited. 

Feedback can be the measurement of impedance or temperature. 
It occurs eittier at controller 78, or at RF energy source 68 if it nicorporates 
a controller. Impedance measurement can be achieved by supplying a 
small amount of non-therapeutic RF energy. Voltage and current are then 
measured to confirm electrical contact. 

Circuitry, software and feedback to controller 78 result in full process 
control and are used to change, (t) power (modulate) - including RF, 
incoherent light microwave, ultrasound and ttie like, (iO tiie duty cyde (on- 
off and wattage), (itO monopolar or bipolar energy delivery, frv) fiuM 
(electrolyte/saline) delivery, temperature of tfie fiuki, ftow rate and pressure 
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receive RF energy from an RF energy source. A copper wire is connected 
to each constantan wire. This results in the formatton of a T type 
thennocouple "TC". 

RF power can be sequentially supplied to each electrode 28. to 
feedwire 34 in ribbon connector 38. or it can be applied to only certain 
selected feedwires 34. enabling only selected electrodes 28 along with the 
electrolytic solution in zones 30 to deliver RF and thential ene^y 
individually to the endometrium. In this way electrodes 28 can be 
multiplexed. The sizes of individual electiodes 28 are designed to provide 
the correct current d&nsity. 

Referring now to Figure 11, segments 51 in a cut-away view is 
shown with insulator 39 removed in order to show the plurality of segments 
51. and their relationship to expandable member 12. Electrodes 28 can 
also be positioned on support member 49. Printed circuit 28 can be 
formed by etching, deposition or fithography methods well known to those 
skHled in the art Printed circuit 28 is formed of individual segments 51 and 
is capable of muitipiexingiso.that only certain segments deliver RF energy 
at a particular time period. Although segments 51 are separated from 
conducthre surface 31 of second fluid conduit 27. they provide individual 
ablative coverage, and delivery, for the entire conductive surface 31. in 
this regard, the plurality of segments 51 provide ablative regions 
individually everywhere on conductive surface 31. Because segments 51 
are not directly positioned adjacent to or on the exterior surfece of 
expandable member 12. and with the inclusion of insulator 40 to isolate 
segments 51 from first fluid conduit 25. there is a selective application of 
ablative energy to the endometrium. 

The selectivity can be even appHcation of RF energy everywhere it 
is applied to the eiKlometrium so that the same depth of endometrium is 
ablated everywhere, or the amount of appied energy can be variable, 
depending on the characteristics of the endometrium surface. In this 
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instance, certain sections of the ndom triumwillhav moretissu ablated 
than other sections. The problems of uneven penetration of energy, shown 
in Figure 5(c), are overcome by sandwiching partially insulated electrodes 
28 between first fluid conduit 25 and second fluid conduit, or foam, 27. 

As shown in Figure 12, a plurality of filaments 51 can be optionally 
included in second fluid conduit 27. These help direct RF energy to 
conductive surface 31 . 

Referring now to Figure 13, one or more impedance monitors 40 can 
be used to confirm, before an ablation event, ttiat good coupling of energy 
is achieved. Also included is one or more temperature monitors/sensors 
42. Themial sensors 42 are conventional thermistors or thermocouples, 
and are positioned adjacent to or on electrodes 28. Electrodes 28 are 
capable of monitoring circuit continuity. Impedance is monitored between 
each electrode 28 and zone 30 arid a ground electrode when operated in 
a monopolar mode, or between electrodes 20 operating in a bipolar nrade. 

In Figure 14, a cross-sectional view of core lumen 15 shows that a 
variety of conduits, wires and fibers are housed in the lumen. These 
include, but are not limited to, viewing and illumination optical fibers 44, 
well known to ttiose skilled in the art, which can deliver light, such as from 
a Xenon source, to vbwing optics 46 (Figures 1(a), 1(b) and 1(c)) a tenston 
wire 48 that connects to hinge 18; an RF cable 50 connecting feedwires 34 
to an RF source; an electrolyac solution defivery conduit 52 with associated 
fluid distribution port 21; and an electrical lead 54 which couples an 
ultrasound energy source 56 to one or more transducers 58. 

Viewing optics 46 can be a 70 degree tens, which permits a lateral 
fieki of view. Additionally, the combination of optical fibers 44 and viewing 
optics 46 can be in the fomn of a flexible viewing scope that is capable of 
providing a full field of view within the interior of the uterus. 

A two-way valve is included with delivery conduit 52. A pump or 
ottier similar device advances electrolytic solution to and from expandable 



30 



wo 96/00042 



PCrA)S9S/08012 



member 12 through delivery conduit 52. When the procedure is 
completed* electrolytic solution is r moved from expandable memb r 12 
through d livery conduit 52. Core turn n 15 is th n rotated, in a twisting 
type of motion, in order to helically wrap the entire ablation apparatus 10, 
e.g., expandable member 12 and conforming member 20 around core 
lumen 15. Substantially all of the electrolytic solution is removed. Ablation 
apparatus 10 is then retracted back into introducer sleeve 14. it is then 
removed from the uterus. Altematrvely, the entire ablation apparatus 10 
can be retracted directly into introducer sleeve 14. 

Electrolytic solution source 72 can include a pump/pressure flow 
control device 80, as is well known to those skilled in the art A heating 
device 82, for heating the electrolytic solutkm, is associated with eiectrolytk: 
solution source 72, or it can be posittoned in expandable member 12. 
Suitable heating devices include but are not limited to coils, bipolar 
electrodes, catalysts, and other devices, as are well known to those skilled 
in the art An ultrasound source 84 is coupled to one or more ultrasound 
transducers 58 that are posittoned in or on conforming member 20. 
Ultrasound transducers 58 can be positioned apart from conforming 
member 20. An output is associated witti ultrasound source 84 and RF 
energy source 68. 

Each ultrasound transducer 58 can indude a piezoelectric crystal 
mounted on a backing material. An ultrasound lens, fobricated on an 
electrically insulating material, is mounted between the piezoelectric crystal 
and conforming member 20. The piezoelectric crystel is connected by 
electrical leads 54 to ultrasound power source 86. Each ultrasound 
transducer 58 transmits ultrasound energy through conforming member 20 
into adjacent tissue. Ultrasound transducers 58 can be in the form of an 
imaging probe such as Model 21362, manufoctured and sold by hiewiett 
Packard Company, Palo Alto, California. 
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Thermal s nsors 42 permit accurate determination of the surface 
temperature of the endometrium at conductive surface 24 adjacent to 
ultrasound transduc rs 58. Thermal sensors 42 are in thermal proximity 
to the piezoelectric crystals. 

As previously mentioned, ablation apparatus 10 can be used with 
a variety of different body organs or lumens including the uterus. 
Electrodes 28 and zones 30 can be activated to ablate the endometrium. 
Ablation apparatus 10 can be multiplexed and deliver RF and thermal 
energy to only certain sections of the endometrium. Each zone 30 can 
provide 50 watts or less of power. 

As previously mentioned, ablation apparatus 10 can be used with 
a variety of different body organs. In F^ure 15, ablation apparatus 10 is 
positioned and retained in the uterus 36. Electrodes 38 or individual or a 
plurality of segments 51 can be activated to ablate the endometrium. 
Ablation apparatus 10 is multiplexed and delivers RF energy to only certain 
sections of the endometrium so that, for instance, segment 51(a) is first 
activated, then segment 51(b), segment 51(c) and so on. For example, 
each segment can provide 51 watts or less of power 

Refem'ng now to Figure 16. a power supply 86 feeds energy into RF 
power generator (source) 68 and then to ablation apparatus 10. A 
multiplexer 88 measures current, voltage and temperature, at the 
numerous temperature sensors, going to each electrode 28 and zone 30 
of ablation apparatus 10. Electrodes 28 and zones 30 can be individuaRy 
measured during an ablation event at that particular sensor. Multiplexer 88 
is driven by controller 78, which can be a digital or analog controller, or a 
computer with software. When controller 78 is a computer, it can include 
a CPU coupled through a system bus. This system can include a 
keyboard, a disk drive, or other non-volatile memory systems, a display, 
and other peripherals, as known in the art. Also coupled to the bus are a 
program memory and a data memory. 
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and (v) det rmine when ablation is completed through time, t mperatur 
and/or impedance. These process variables can be controlled and varied 
based on tissue temperature monitored at multiple sites on the ablating 
surface, and impedance to current flow monitored at each electrode 28 and 
5 zone 30» indicating changes in current carrying capability of the tissue 

during the ablative process. Additionally, controller 78 can provide 
multtplexing, monitor circuit continuity, and/or determine which electrode 
28 and zone 30 is activated. 

A block diagram of one embodiment of suitable processing circuitry 

10 ts shown in Figure 17. Thermal sensors 42 and transducers 58 are 

corrected to the input of an analog amplrfter 96. Thermal sensors 42 can 
be thermistors which have a resistance that varies with temperature. 
Analog amplifier 96 can be a conventional differential amplifier circuit for 
use with Uiennistors and transducers. The output of analog amplifier is 

15 sequentially connected by an analog multiplexer 98 to the input of an 

analog to digital converter 100. The output of amplifier 96 is a voltage 
which represents the respective sensed temperatures. The digitized 
amplifier output voltages are supplied by analog to digital converter 100 to 
a microprocessor 102. Microprocessor 102 calculates the temperature or 

20 impedance of the tissue. Microprocessor 102 can be a type 68000. 

hlowever. it will be appreciated ttiat any suitable microprocessor, or generai 
purpose digital or analog computer, can be used to calculate hmpedance 
or temperature. 

Microprocessor 102 sequentially receives and stores digital 
25 representatbns of impedance and temperature at electrodes 28 and zones 

30. Each digital value received by microprocessor 102 conresponds to 
different temperatures and impedances. 

Calculated temperature and impedance values can be indicated on 
display 94. Altematively, or in additional to the numerical indication of 
30 temperature or impedance, calculated impedance and temperature values 
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can be compared by microprocessor 102 with temperature and impedance 
limits. When the values exceed predetemiined ten^rature or impedance 
values, a warning can be giv n on display 94, and additionally, the delivery 
of RF energy to that electrode 28 and zone 30 is then multiplexed to 
another electrode 28 and zone 30. A control signal from microprocessor 
102 can reduce the power level supplied by RF power source 68, or 
deenergize the power delivered to a particular electrode 28 and zone 30. 

Thus, controller 78 receives and stores the digital values which 
represent temperatures and impedances sensed. Calculated surfeu:e 
temperatures and impedances can be fonwarded by controHer 78 to display 
94. If desired, the calculated surface temperature of the endometrium is 
compared with a temperature limit, and a warning signal can be sent to 
display 94. Simiiarty, a control signal can be sent to RF energy source 68 
when temperature or impedance values exceed a predetermined level. 

The foregoing description of preferred embodinients of the present 
invention: has been provided for ttie purposes of illustration and description. 
It is not intended to be exhaustive or to limit the invention to the precise 
forms disclosed. Obviously, many modifications and variations wilt be 
apparent to practitioners skilled in this art The embodiments were chc^en 
and described in order to best explain the principles of ttie invention and 
its practical application, ttiereby enabRng ottiers skilled in ttie art to 
understand the invention for various embodiments and witti various 
modifications as are suited to the particular use contemplated. K is 
intended that the scope of the invention be defined by the fbttowing claims 
and their equivalents. 

What is claimed is: 
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CLAIMS 

1 . An apparatus for ablating an inner lay r of an organ or body 
lumen, comprising: 

an expandable member having an interior section for housing an 
electrolytic solution; 

a conforming member made of a material capable of substantially 
conforming to a portion of the inner layer of the organ, the confomiing 
member delivering the electrolytic solution housed within the expandable 
member to the inner layer of the organ; 

one or more electrodes positioned in or on the confonning member 
for delivering RF energy to the inner layer of tfie organ; 

an electrical connector device connecting the one or more 
electrodes to an RF energy source; and 

an electrolytic solution delivery tube for delivering the electrolytic 
solution from the electrolytic solution source to the expandable member 

2. The ablation apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the 
expandable member includes a plurafity of apertures through which the 
electrolytic solution flows from the expandable member. 

3. The ablation apparatus according to claim 2, wherein the 
expandable member is fonmed of a nonporous material 

4. The ablation apparatus according to claim 3, wherein the 
expandable member is positioned within the conforming member. 
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5. The ablation apparatus according to daim 1. furth r 
comprising: 

a membrane positioned between the xpandable member and the 
confomiing member, the membrane adapted to receive the electrolytic 
5 solution from the expandable member and deliver the electrolytic solution 

to the conforming member. 

6. The ablation apparatus according to daim 1 , wherein the one 
or more electrodes form a printed drcuit that is multiplexed. 

7. The ablation apparatus according to daim 6, wherein the 
10 printed drcuit includes a plurality of segments. 

8. The ablation apparatus according to daim 1, wherein the 
oigan is the uterus and the inner layer is the endometrium. 

9. An apparatus for ablating an inner layer of an organ or body 
lumen, comprising: 

an expandable member having an interior section for housing an 
electrolytic solution; 

a conforming member made of a material capable of sulMStantially 
conforming to a portion of the inner layer of the organ, the conforming 
member delivering the electrolytic solution housed within the expandable 
member to the inner layer of the organ; 

one or more electrodes positioned in or on ttie conforming memtier 
for delivering RF energy to the inner layer of the organ; 

an electrical connector device connecting the one or more 
electrodes to an RF energy source; 

an electrolytic solution delivery tube for delivering electrolytic 
solution from the electrolytic solution source to the expandable member; 

37 
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and 

a feedback device which monitors a characteristic of the inner lay r 
and, in response, controls the delivery of RF energy to the one or more 
electrodes. 

10. The ablation apparatus according to claim 9, wherein the 
feedback device monitors an impedance of the inner layer at a portion of 
the inner layer. 

11. The ablation apparatus according to claim 9, wherein the 
feedback device monitors a temperature of the inner layer at a portk>n of 
the inner layer. 

12. The ablation apparatus according to datm 9» wherein the 
feedback device includes a controller. 

13. The ablation apparatus according to daim 12» wherein the 
feedback device includes a multiplexer. 

14. The ablation apparatus accord'mg to daim 9, wherein the one 
or more etectrodes are multiplexed. 

1 5. The ablatk)n apparatus accordffig to daim 9. wherein the one 
or more electrodes form a printed circuit. 

16. The ablation apparatus according to daim 15, wherein the 
printed circuit includes one or more impedance monitors. 

17. The ablation apparatus according to dafrn 16, wherein the 
printed drcuit includes one or more temperature monitors. 
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18. The ablation apparatus according to claim 15, wherein the 
fe dbackd vice monitors continuity of the circuit. 

19. An apparatus for ablating an inner layer of an organ or body 
lumen, comprising: 

an expandable member having an Interior section for housing an 
electrolytic solution; 

a conforming member made of a material capable of substantially 
conforming to a portion of the inner layer of the organ, the conforming 
m^nber delivering the electrolytic solution housed within the expandable 
member to the inner layer of the organ; 

a plurality of electrodes positioned in or on the conforming member 
for delivering RF energy to the inner layer of the organ, each electrode 
including an insulator formed on a surfoce of the electrode; 

an electrical connector device connecting the one or more 
electrodes to an RF energy source; and 

an electrolytic solution delivery tube for delivering the electrolytic 
solution from the electrolytic solution source to the expandabte member. 

20. The ablation apparatus according to daim 19, wherein the 
plurality of RF electrodes are positioned on a support member. 

21. The ablation apparatus according to claim 19, wherein the 
plurality of electrodes form a flexible circuit. 

22. The ablation apparatus according to claim 21, wherein the 
flexible circuit is a printed circuit. 

23. The ablation apparatus according to claim 19, wherein the 
expandable member is expanded mechanically. 
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24. The ablation apparatus according to claim 19, wherein th 
expandable member is fonned of a nonporous material. 

25. -The ablation apparatus according to-daim 19» wherein the 
conforming member is made of a foam. 

5 26. The ablation apparatus according to claim 19, wherein the 

expandable member is formed of an insulating material. 

27. The ablation apparatus according to claim 26, wherein the 
plurality of electrodes fomi a flexible circuit. 

28. The ablation apparatus according to daim 27, wherein the 
10 flexible drcuit is a printed circuit 

29. The ablation apparatus according to daim 26. wherein the 
expanddbtememberisexpandedmechanically. 

30. The ablation apparatus according to daim 26, wherein the 
expandable member is formed of a nonporous material. 

15 31. The ablation apparatus according to daim 26 wherein the 

conforming member is made of a foam. 

32. An apparatus for ablating an inner layer of an organ or body 
lumen, comprising: 

an expandable member having an interior section for housing an 
20 electrolytic solution; 

a conforming member made of a material capable of substantially 
conforming to a portion of the inner layer of the organ, the conforming 
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m mb r delivering the lectrolytic solution housed within the xpandable 
member to the Inner layer of the organ, the confomiing member including 
non-zone areas with a first por sity rate for delivering electrolytic solution 
to the inner layer and zone areas for housing an electrode and electrolyse 
solution, the zone areas having a second porosity rate that is less than the 
first porosity rate such that the electrolytic solution passes through the 
zone areas at a slower rate than through the non-zone areas; 

one or more electrodes positioned in or on the confomiing member 
for delivering RF energy to the inner layer of the organ; 

an electrical connector device connecting the one or more 
electrodes to an RF energy source; and 

an electrolytic solution delivery tube for deRvering the electrolytic 
solution from the electrolytic solution source to the expandable member. 

33. The ablation apparatus according to daim 32. wherein the 
conforming member is made of an open cell material. 

34. The ablation apparatus according to daim 32. wherein the 
conforming member is made of an open cell material, and the zone areas 
have less open cells than the non-zone areas. 

35. The ablation apparatus according to daim 34, wherein the 
confomning memt)er is made of an c^n cell foam. 

36. The ablation apparatus according to claim 32, wherein the 
confonning member is formed of two pieces of open cell foam material 
sealed together in the non-zone areas. 
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37. Th ablation apparatus according to claim 32, wherein the 
conforming m mber is two pieces of op n cell foarh material that ar 
sealed together in th zone. 

38. The ablation apparatus according to daim 32, wherein the 
ablation apparatus includes a plurality of electrodes. 

39. The ablation apparatus according to claim 32, wherein each 
electrode of the plurality of electrodes is associated with a particular zone. 

40. The ablation apparatus according to claim 32. further 
comprising: 

a groundpad electrode attached to an exterior surfece of a patient 

41. The ablation apparatus according to claim 32, further 
comprising: 

an electrolytic solution source; and 

a fluid delivery device for delivering electrolytic solution from the 
electrolytic solution source to the interior of the expandable member. 

42. The ablation apparatus according to claim 32, further 
comprising: 

a heating device positioned within the expandable member. 

43. The ablation apparatus according to claim 32, wherein the 
expandable member is expandable mechanically. 

44. The ablation apparatus according to daim 32, wherein the 
expandable member is expandable by a fluidtc medium. 
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45. The ablation apparatus according to claim 44. wherein the 
fluid medium is the electrolytic solution. 



43 



WO9(M00042 PCT/US9Srt»OI2 




1/21 



SUBSTITUTE SHE£T (RULE 26) 



WO9«»00042 PCTA)S9SM)8012 




2/21 

SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26) 



wo 96/00042 



PCrAJS9S/08012 




SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26) 



PCT/US95m011 



In-troduc-tlon & 
Deploynen-t 



Diagnos-tic (Phase I) 

-Visuall2a-tion 
-Inpeclance Measurenen-t 
-Ultrasound Inaging 



Treatmen-t wrth Feedback 

-VlsuaUzatlon 
-Inpedance 
-Ul-trasound ' 
-Tenpera"ture 



Diagnostic (Phase 1 1 > 

-Vlsuallza-tion 
-Inpedance Measurenent 
-Ultrasound Imaging 



FIG.4 

5/21 

SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26) 



W09CANNM2 



PCTAIS9SAM012 



NO 




SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26) 



WO9d/00042 



PCTA)S9Sm012 




PCTAJS9S/M012 




8/El 



SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26) 



WO9«00042 PCTAIS95W80I2 




wo 96/00042 



PCTAIS9Sm012 




10/21 

SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 28) 



« • 

wo 96/00042 



PCT/US9S/08012 




FIG. 6 (A) 




FIG.6(B) 



20(a) 

■I' II ,, 

FIG.6(C) 

ll/El 

RECTIRED SHEET (RULE 91) 
ISA/EP 




wo 96/00042 



PCTAJS9SM»mi2 



(U 
CO 



O 

cu 



AN 

JQ 

O 

CU 



CU 




oooooooooo 
oocSooooooo 
ooNoor^sotn'^cncu'^ 



CU 
CI 

c 

i 



Q. 
C 



-i^cucucucucucucoconcn 
£^°coconncocncnncnn 



CO 
Q 

c 



cu 



(T^inoppoouicoincu 

KovDCjdcUsDODOOvdlri^' 

f^cocn^inioininioinui 



00OOoOOOOCU\D^ 

KcdcudcucS'^W(n\diri 



o 



OOOOOOOoOCU^-i 

_ r^cScuNOcn'^aif-acucucvj 
o^cucucnnco^^inioinin 




Jc5^^cucucoco^'^ir5 



a 

X 
(A 



\0 

cn 



00 
CU 




I" 
O 

O 



ooooooooo o 

• • • • ~ • • ' * • 

ooooooooo o 
cjN<»r^vDin^cocu^ 



1=5 



cn 

Q 

c 



CU 
Q 

c 



ino 

CU CU 



cue*) 



cn cn 
cncn 



« o 
CU ^ 
cn 



o o 
ooiri 



cncn 
cnm 



Ho 
^ ID 



cn ^ 
n cn 



o o 

cn K 
to in 



cn cn cn 
cn cn m 



o o o 

^d K 00 
in to in 



Q 
C 



^ o 
(UCU 




o o 
Kcu 
CU cn 



o in 



R o 
CU^ 

00 



in ON 
cnm 



o in 
cucu 



o o 
cn ^ 

00 ON 



cn R 
^in 



o o in 
^ iriiri 

00 00 00 



o o o 
K Oi ON 

^ ^ 



oin 
cn cn 



o in o 
^ ^ iri 



12/21 

SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26) 



PCTA}S9S08012 




oooo ooooooo o 



ococo^cuinoininin 



o 

Of 



(U 
Q 



r>oocuinr^f>-,^o^J|[i 
roi/)ocx)cr^<r>cr^o^(TN«-4»-i 



Q 



w ^ ^. en R ^. R o cu R ^• 



Sfj o in o in R ^. R ^. R ^ R 



.00 
(U 




o 

in 
o 

in 
oi 

ro At 
in 45 

in 



4.0 
in 



I I > 

ooooooooopoo 
c5oc5ooooooc>oo 
jjooNOor^NOin^cncu'^ 



o 
cS 



a 



I- 

CO 

a 

i 



a 



en 



inooocq^inincu^^tr; 

(UinvOr^GDOOCOOOOOOOCD 



Q 



cno00c)a)in^ajRt-:-i 
cuinNOC0o^<Acr*<rfc^o^^ 



Q 

c: 



oooinaMninoDini^^ 
(ucucnrotn^^^ininin 



c p in o in 



o in o in p in p 
cu cu CO en iri 



13/21 

SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULt ^5) 



wo 96/00042 



PCTAJS9Sm012 




WO9«/0(NM2 



PCTAJS9S/M012 




15/21 



SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26; 



wo 96/00042 



PCTAIS9SM)8012 




16/21 

SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26) 



W096AMNM2 



PCTAJS9SMtt012 




SUBSTiTUTE SHEET (RULE 26) 



WO9fiM)0042 PCT/US9SMM012 




18/21 

SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26) 



wo 96/00042 



PCTA)S9SMW012 




wo 96/00042 



PCT/US9SAtt012 




OJ 
o 





L 


1 


0 


Ml 


o 


lA 




Ql 


U 


U 




O 




L 




a. 




o 




21/21 



SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



Intel mat A|yplicaBon No 

PCT/US 95/08012 



A. CLASSIFICATI N OF SUBIECT MATTER 

IPC 6 A61B17/39 A61N1/08 



Acconteg to tntcnuBooai Patait Qaga&caoon (IPQ or id both mtiopji daniftcaooii and tPC 



B. RELDS SEARCHED 



Mimmwn documcntatioa searched (cUnfica&oo syAcm foltowttd by cUsaficMcm symbols) 

IPC 6 A61B A61N 



ia dK cxttiit dm such docuncin m uichadcd m dw fiddi icar^^ 



Etcdnmc dau base comdttd duntig dM mtcniational search (name of dau base and. where pcacbcaU search mnts used) 



C DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO 8E RELEVANT 



Caiegpffy ' Cttdoo ot 



mdi tfiteDOtt» where appcopnatr, of die rekvam fwafn 



RdcvarttodainiNo. 



US, A. 5 277 201 (STERN ) 11 January 1994 
cited in the application 
see the whole document 



1.19.32 



□ 



I of box C 



Paiemtemly 



* Spcoal casefpnes of cited do cumem s : 

'A' doaanentdcfinmfdutcaenlAateofdkeaftwIiichisnot 

ujwadued «o be of parttcular relevance 
'E* eariicrtfoaimatbuipuMMiedoiioraflerdM inuma&onal 

rdinf date 

'L' (Socuaent wtach may throw doubts on pnonty cUin^x) or 
wbicb IS oted id esuttish dw puWtcaooo dau of anodier 
dtaftoa or other spccul reaam (as ^coficd) 

*0* d onantm refemng to an oral diidosu»c> lae, aAMjoa or 



lattr document piAlidKd after dK BQcnaiiooal fihtts dtft 
or phon^ date and not m conflkA mdi dK aMiicM 



•X* 



of paftiodar rdnraeoc; the dm ^ ^ 

be considered novel or cannat bt ceoBdercd to 
an iavenove stop when die dDc o me n i ts taken 

of pai^adar relevance; die daimed tnvestton 

^ r-T, . . 




Dale of die 1 



ofdiei 



26 October 199S 



Data of 



of die 



Name and 



ofdKBA 

Earopean PaMOOIcc. P,a SSIt Patendaan 2 

NL-22tOHVRiimj|c 

Td. ( 1- 11 *7d> MO-SMQ^ Ta. }| 6$1 cpo ol, 

FaK(^ 31-79)340.3016 



Auihociscd officer 



Papone. F 



fonm PCT/OAOIt {memA iImm) (My Iffl) 



